SCCAN Northern Gathering    Merkinch Centre Inverness    16 September 2023
Agenda
11:00 AM - 11:30 AM

Welcoming

Joana Avi-Lorie (SCCAN)

Kirsty Heron (SCCAN)

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM

Resilience, Wellbeing and Active Hope

Chris Johnstone



Active Hope is about finding, and offering, our best response when facing concerns about our world situation. It offers tools that help us face the mess we’re in, as well as find and play our role in the collective transition, or Great Turning, towards a society and way of being that support the flourishing of life. https://chrisjohnstone.info/

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM

Letters to the Earth: Exhibition and accompanying workshop

Nadine Malcom (HI Climate Hub)



​Writing a Letter is an opportunity to bring all your fears, your frustrations and your love, to process ​what is happening to the world and to create something new that can help you process your thoughts and be shared with others to create meaningful connections and change. https://www.letterstotheearth.com/

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM

Everyday Changemakers - Super Simple Interview Recording

Kaska Hempel (SCCAN)



Learn how to record great interviews on your smartphone and contribute to Everyday Changemakers series of 1000 Better Stories podcast to help everyone imagine the future that is possible. Required: A smartphone with a voice recording app (e.g. Easy Voice Recorder) and sufficient space to record an audio file (you may be able to share a phone with your partner). https://www.podbean.com/ew/pb-6e2tu-142d6cf

1:00 PM - 3:00 PM

Lunch



Locally sourced and catered for different dietary requirements.

3:00 PM - 4:30 PM

The Earth Writes back - Workshop: connection between people and planet

Cáit O'Neill McCullagh



Come and explore making ecopoetry; poems that share the dialogues between us people and this planet, making together the world we share. We will imagine poetry as form of deep listening, asking the questions ‘what does the earth want to tell us today; what pasts have we shared, and what ways of sustaining can we imagine together?’. Hearing from poets of the Highlands and Islands - writing in Scots, Gaelic, Highland English, and hybrid forms - as well as making our own poetry, we will question histories that place human beings at the summit of all life on earth; that imagine we are the only story-makers and dreamers of futures. Exploring multiple forms of making poems, we will imagine new ‘potential histories’ in which the earth writes back. This workshop is open to all who love poetry and all trying it out for the first time. Everyone over the age of 12 is welcome. Those under 16 need to be accompanied by an adult. 
https://www.highlandlit.com/cait-oneill-mccullagh

3:00 PM - 4:30 PM

Tradition of the Bard: Poetry workshop

Nadine Malcom (HI Climate Hub)

Lee McNeish

Col Gordon



Where Do We Go From Here? Drawing on the traditional role of the Bard in Scotland, and their significance as news-bringers, informers and cultural commentators, how might we engage the art of storytelling to create a bricolage of the old, through new voices and perspectives. Join us on a journey of active remembrance and imagination, as we forge hopeful futures together in the present.

3:00 PM - 4:30 PM

Place-based writing workshop: Journey into the future and rooting in the past

Lesley Anne Rose (SCCAN)



As writers on climate, we have the ability to let places, their past, present and possible futures speak through us. The better you know a place, the better you’ll be able to write about it. In this workshop we’ll explore how to create a sense of place in your writing – real or imagined – and take readers on a journey into the future, while also rooting them in the past. We’ll explore what aspects of place, and those who inhabit it, fascinate us and how they can be effectively recreated when writing about climate. There’ll be plenty of time for writing, discussion and sharing, as well as learning. https://www.openroadltd.com

4:30 PM - 5:00 PM

Keynote Closing Speech

5:00 PM - 5:30 PM

Ceilidh!

